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now, as I heare save, be become so great devowerers and so wylde,
that thev eate up, and swallow downe the very men them selfes.
They consume, destroye, and devoure whole fieldes, bowses, and cities.
For'looke in what partes of the realme doth growe the fynest, and
therefore dearest woll, there noblemen, and gentlemen: yea and certeyn
Abhottes, holy men no doubt, not contenting them selfes with the
yearely revenues and profytes, that were wont to grow to theyr fore-
fathers and predecessours of their landes, nor beynge content that
they live in rest and pleasure nothinge profiting, yea much nowinge
the* weak publique: leave no grounds for tillage, the! inclose al into
pastures: thei throw doune houses: they plucke downe townes, and
leave nothing standynge, but only the churche to be made a shepe-
-howse. And as thoughe you loste no small quantity of grounde by
forestes, chases, laundes, and parkes, those good holy men turne all
dwellings places and all glebeland into desolation and wildernes.
Therfore that on covetous and unsatiable cormaraunte and very
plage of his natyve contrey rnaye compasse aboute and inclose many
thousand akers of grounde together within one pale or hedge, the
husbandmen be thrust owte of their owne, or els either by coveyiie
and fraude, or by violent oppression they be put besydes it, or by
wronges and injuries thei be so weried, that they be compelled to
sell all: by one meanes therfore or by other, either by hooke or
crooke they muste needes departe awaye, poore, selye, wretched soules,
men, women, husbands, wives, fatherlesse children, widows, wofull
mothers, with their yonge babes, and their whole houshold small in
substance, and muche in numbre, as husbandrye requireth manye
handes. Awaye thei trudge, I say, out of their knowen and accus-
tomed houses, fyndynge no place to reste in.
All their housholdestufTe, whiche is very litle woorthe, thoughe it
niyght well abide the sale: yet beeynge sod'ainely thruste oute, they
be constrayned to sell it for a thing" of nought. And when they have
wandered abrode tyll that be spent, what can they then els doo
but steale, and then justly pardy be hanged, or els go about a beggyng.
And yet then also they be caste in prison as vagaboundes, because they
go aboute and worke not: whom no man wyl set a worke, though thei
never willyngly profre themselves therto. For one Shephearde or
Heardman is ynoughe to eate up that grounde with cattel, to oc~
cupiyng whereof aboute husbandrye manye handes were requisite.
And this is also the cause why victualles be now in many places
dearer.
Yea, besides this the price of wolle is so rysen, that poore folkes,
which were wont to worke it, and make cloth therof, be nowe hable
to bye none at all.    And by thys meanes verye manye be forced to
forsake worke, and to geve them selves to idelnesse.   For after that
-   so much grounde was inclosed for pasture, an infinite multitude of